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I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited 
with the United States Postal Service as first class mail, 
postage prepaid, in an envelope addressed to the 
Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1^60, Alexandria, 
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SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97 AND 1.98 



Dear Sir: 



In compliance with the duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. § 1.56, it is respectfully 
requested that this Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement be entered, and the references 
listed on enclosed Form PTO-1449 be considered by the Examiner and made of record. In 
accordance with the waiver of 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(a)(2)(i) for submitting a copy of each cited U.S. 
patent and publication for all U.S. national patent applications filed after June 30, 2003, only 
copies of the foreign references and other documents are enclosed. 

It is hereby certified that each item of information contained in this Supplemental 
Information Disclosure Statement was cited in the European Search Report submitted herewith, 
which was mailed in the counterpart European Patent Application No. 04 18660.7. 
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This Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement is being filed prior to receipt of the 
first Office Action reflecting an examination on the merits and, hence, is believed to be timely in 
accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b). Accordingly, no fee is believed to be due. 

Should any fee be deemed necessary (except payment of the issue fee), however, the 
Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees which may be required, or 
credit any overpayment, to Deposit Account No. 10-0447 (47079-00227USPT). A duplicate 
copy of this Statement is enclosed for that purpose. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Date: January 13, 2005 




Jenkens & Gilchrist 

225 West Washington Street, Suite 2600 
Chicago, IL 60606-3418 
(312) 425-3900 
Attorney for Applicant 
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Application No.: 10/658,976 
Filing Date: September 1 0, 2003 
First Named Inventor: Alfred Thomas 
Group Art Unit: 3765 
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EXAMINER 


DATE CONSIDERED 



♦Examiner: Initial if citations considered, whether or not citation is in conformation with MPEP 609; draw line through citation if 
not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to Applicant. 
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